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Dr. Amitava Basu

Principal

Banwarilal Bhalotia College,

Asansol

The outbreak of covid-19 in recent times
is a great setback for the whole world.
This virus has brought the developed and
developing countries under the same bracket.
Scientists all over the world are trying to find
vaccines for this virus. Governments at their
level have resorted to lockdown to prevent
this spurt of virus to save lives. The other
side of the story is that due to lockdown
many people lost their livelihood, which has
brought them on the brink of starvation. The
economies of the world are shattered as a
consequence of lockdown. Vaccines may be
developed but the impact of Covid-19 on the
economy and the resultant unemployment
will pose another challenge in the aftermath
of Covid-19. Its all-round repercussions have

been much discussed everywhere. However,



every cloud has a silver lining. On the positive side, pollution levels
have reduced considerably. People have learnt to do their own work
and we have learnt to be concerned for not only our family but also
neighbours, colleagues and humanity as a whole. We have also learnt
the lesson of sanitation and personal hygiene. We have learnt to dole
out part of our earnings for the economically distressed. We have got
lesson which will no doubt, make us a better human being.

On the economic front, people may have lost their jobs but new
avenues of new kind of jobs will also crop up in the aftermath of
covid-19. Many companies have shifted their base from China and
we can well hope that they may shift to India. Already we have a very
good demographic profile which we can use to our best advantage.
In the education sector, online education has been quite effective
and many new web based virtual platforms have opened up to cater
to the needs of the student community. More and more people are
understanding the need to be adept in technology. Already during
this time of pandemic, we have understood that technology is the
only solution for providing education in this time of crisis, where
offline education is not possible. However, in India still many do not
have access to technology due to the problem of remote location or
economic paucity. The Government should make the technology
accessible to all and for this more funds should be spent on education.
The goal of Digital India will remain elusive unless the constitutional
commitments of ensuring quality education for all, are fulfilled.
Without doubt, there has been a massive proliferation of computing
devices and internet connections in India since low-cost digital devices
and cheap internet flooded the Indian market. Yet, it significantly

differs from what we need for digital India, that is, computing ability.
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We need to understand the subtle difference between the ability to
forward messages on WhatsApp and to fill out an online application
form, with documents attached, through a digital device. The latter
entails a set of technical skills, such as installing apps, browsing
websites, scanning documents, and successfully attaching documents
of required size and resolution.

Covid-19 has also brought into focus the lacuna in the health
sector. We should definitely learn our lesson from it and prepare
ourselves in such a way that if in the future any such calamity strikes
us, we should be able to thwart it with all the resources at our disposal.
The Governments will not only have to frame right policies but good
governance will be needed at all levels to implement those policies to
bring the economies on track and give the citizens a decent life where

they can survive not on charity but by earning their livelihood.

Dr. Amitava Basu
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Dr. Arundhati Chatterjee

Ex-Associate Professor,
Department of English
Banwarilal Bhalotia College,
Asansol

utumn is the season of transition from
Asummer to winter, a season of rain and
sunshine, a season of vibrant greenery melting
into glowing twilight and sunset, a season when
gracefully swaying, white and sparkling ‘Kaash’
flowers welcome the patches of sailing clouds in
the blue sky, the season of our ‘big’ Puja. Leaving
aside all engagements we strive to indulge in
its ‘mellow fruitfulness, we enjoy the autumnal
sunshine moving out of our hearths and homes,
energy, hope and expectation filling our hearts.

And we definitely agree with John Donne:

“No spring nor summer beauty hath such grace,
As I have seen in one autumnal face.”

However the present ‘autumnal face’ seems
macabre as fear of infection and death has
infiltrated the hearts of people. The transition
is now from vibrant, busy, stable, expectant,
confident, buoyant, mechanised lifestyle to an
isolated, homebound, uncertain, morose life
retarding progress in almost all spheres of life. It

is always human life at stake where discrepancy



and pandemic in such large scale have permeated the earth. All smiles,
laughter, affection, intimacy seem enveloped in the four corners of the mask.

Americans call Autumn the season of ‘Fall’ In this year (2020), spring
and summer, all at once, virtually collapsed into a literal ‘Fall’ The pandemic
of coronavirus has diseased and devastated mankind haunting almost every
household, compelling people to remain confined, secluded, isolated, and
mask bound. Nature and natural habitat revived and rejuvenated after man’s
negligence of the earth. Undisturbed by too much honking and screeching
of vehicles, unhampered by human encroachment, animals and birds are
making the best use of the vacant space, vacant gardens, hills and meadows
and basking in the glory of peace and sunshine.

The pandemic has taken away innumerable lives, many have been left
maimed, many homeless, many penniless. And yet life goes on. It is up to
man to transform the ‘Fall’ into a ‘Rise”. Let us awake from slumber and
notice that, as Friedrich Nietzche says, “Autumn is more the season of the
soul than of nature” Let us realize how beautiful it is to let go of things, to
rise above strife, money and power, uplifting ourselves in the echelons of
love, harmony, peace and brotherhood. Let us ‘Rise” above all delusion, for
sunrise after the dusk is always welcome.

Autumn is the season of shedding of leaves. Let us, too, shed our
disagreements and conflicts, let us find contentment at home and outside,
by paying attention to what we already have. The transition ought to be from
‘Fall’ to ‘Rise’: rise of a new dawn, new relationship, new building-up of the

infrastructure of education and economy.

Dr. Arundhati Chatterjee

* Poem: The Autumnal; Book: John Donne: The Complete Poetry and Selected Prose
Editor: Charles M. Coffin, Pub. Modern Library, 2001 (First Pub. 1929)
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Sri Anupam Roy
De Montfort University, Leicester, UK

Title: BLUE 1

Size: 12” x 247

Media: Mixed media on Canvas
Year: 2019



Title: BLUE 2 Size: 12”7 x 24” Media: Mixed media on Canvas Year: 2019



Title: BLUE 3 Size: 12” x 24” Media: Mixed media on Canvas Year: 2019
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B.B. College Distributes Food Materials to Tribal

Families
B.B. College believes in awakening spirit of serving humanity in its
stakeholders through various noble deeds. During the locked down, B.B.
College extends its hands of empathy by providing necessary food items to
the tribal people of Namo Jamdoba village.

B3 B 28 AR

B.B. College Joins the Corona Fight by Producing
and Donating Sanitizers to Corona Fighters

B.B. College believes in reaching out t0 T gen e

the community. As Principal Dr. Amitava
Basu opines that the war against corona is 8
not for the governments to wage alone but s
it is also the duty of the citizen to actively
participate and bolster the morale of front 8
line corona warriors. Keeping with this ¥
vision and under his able stewardship the
department of Chemistry produces and
donates 50 litres of sanitizers to police and gl
health staff those who are toiling tirelessly
in the streets and hospitals.
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B.B. College Organlzed a One Day Limited Over
Friendly Cricket Match Between Teachers and
Guardians in the Month of February

B.B. College Observed International Women’s Day
W1th Two Day Program

; On the first day invited speeches was
delivered on issues pertaining to
women. This program was followed
by debate competition. On the second
day, women themed Kavya natya was

performed.
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B.B. College Inaugurates Online Portal for
Remote Learning

True to its core values and e -

e

guidelines provided by Dr.

Amitava Basu, Principal, B. B. M

College, website monitoring

committee  initiated  and
fulfilled arduous task of
reaching out to the students e-contents. The online library ensures

in the time of Covid-19 ceaseless learning during pandemic.
with the creation of online

library of study materials and

B.B. College Organizes Two Day International
E-Conference on Sustainable Development

= - ~ =

s, * e | = =

Beig committed to fight Covid-19 panderﬁi in academic realms and pioneer
in online teaching & learning process, website monitoring committee under
the aegis of IQAC, B.B. College organised two day International e-Conference,
e-ConSus 2020 to deliberate on sustainable development from the viewpoints

of natural sciences, social sciences and humanities.
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Dr. Amitava Basu, Editor-in-Chief

Principal
B.B.College, Asansol

+

Dr. Soma Chakraborty Sri Rajarshi Das

Associate Professor Librarian, Central Library
Department of Bengali B. B. College
B.B.College

Dr. Santanu Banerjee

Assistant Professor Dr. Arunabha Sengupta
Department of English Medical Practitioner and
Kazi Nazrul University litterateur
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Next Issue : Winter
Colour Theme : White

Send your comments, suggestions and entries at
grasstableofb.b.college@gmail.com

\ Z&Otaé

The contribution is open to all.

You may consider sending your write up in not more than 500 words
Selected languages for submission : Bengali, English and Hindi

The creative work should convey a Title and the mention of creative genre
One person may send single entry for one issue.

The submission needs to be accompanied by a photograph of the contributor and
the mention of the affiliated institution

Grass Table would not send any acknowledgement against any submission.

The decision of editorial board is final in matters pertaining to publication
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